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““Keaps away ihe lunger, sse?" he
said, bracing comfortably on the top
step Dow.

+ "“You're that, shT"
pasSSEnREr.

“Weil, when you gst to Crescent
use my contribution for & genuinely
square menl" and the speaker hand-
ed Dan a half dollur.

“Strike wood! 'm blind or dream-
ing!" ched Dan, and he joyously
tayped the welcome coln against the
car door. 'Say, I'm In mre Hick!”

The young man smiled and went
into the comch, His charitable act
pleased him.  He was, in fact, filled
with pleasant thoughts. Well might
that be, for Inside his Ureast pocket
Wwas & Inns. fat wallet, 1t contained
$1,200, the savings of twa years,
which would enable him to go o
Creseent, muorry Mary Lune, the girl
of his cholte, anjoy & mitlonal wed-

guestioned the

ding trip and have enough left uvir,

to furmnlsh & neat Httle flat

2o he dreamed fond vislons of Llisa
reclining fn the ear seal, and Dan,
outside, extracted the last atom of
warmth and favor from the dimin-
Ishing clgaret stump and closely
clasped the hulf dollar, gloating over
an anticipated, sstisfying bill of fure
In the near future,

Dan lotled over the entire platform
now. There would probably be no
more interruptions and no stops un-
til Crescent was . He dozed
and must hayve on the verge of
dreams for fully two bours 'when
there came a sbock.  Dan  just
grabbed the brake rod In time (o
evade a lopple over. |

“What ks it?" e grumbled. "This
isn't Crescent. 1 don't like that!™ he
added, awinging sideways, clinging
with one hand and peering shead.

A red light showed the stop signal
just ahead of the epgine. The head-
Hght of the locomotive revealed more
than cwe figure ecurrying about. Dan
had good eyesight. Suddenly he
E-ﬁpnd to !.he ground with the star-
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‘thﬂr—h’l & holdup!™

Dan ran to the side of the trach.
He made out at lsast six men armed
with revolvers lining or aboard of the
tenin. Two bhad elymbered tboinl
the locomotive; two had hoarded the
eXpress car; two others were coming
down the trachs.

“They’ll take wy 50 cenis, may-
be!" half joked Dan to hitoaell, “Apd
say, It isn't sl miles o Crescent
They've detached the englne"

« Dan glunced about to find a hiding
place. None offered. for there wis
no brish along the sides of the tradk,
which were sloping and confined, the
track o & eart of cut, open ooly
ahead, where thers was a crossing.
Thers were, however, talegraph
poles.

It will sure be more comfortable
aloft! mused Dmn,

Scurrying up a pole, with or with-
out climbers, was o fsmiiur task for
Dan. He reached the crossbars
scarcely breathless. “Regnlar fres
movie show! he sollloguized, as
goute plstol shots echoed out. “Gin=-
ger. n§mn Why, it would muke me &

q suggestion had conie to Dan's
mind that stirred him mightily, He
faw that two of the train robbers
were going through the train and re-
Heving the passengers of their monay
and jewslry, Ahead, two others were
battling at the doors of the express
Car.

“It's a lonely spot and they'll have
to take tme (0 get the safe open, N1
make the try.”

Dan wound one leg about the cross
tie of the pole. He whipped out his
nippers.  He gnlpped the main wire
in two and drew together the gev-
eral engs

“Early education comes back to
me clear as ¢ —what!™ he
chuckled. “Now then, have they got
an Intslligent operntor at the other
end of the wire or 2 bunkhead?”

What Dan had done was simple
and scarcely original He apped out
a slow butl startling message and
souie gne al the other and of the line




